Piedmont Home Educators’ Association

2435 E North St, Suite 1108-370, Greenville, SC 29615
April 30, 2018
We have enclosed the new application for the 2018-2019 school year.  
· If you plan to renew your membership please fill out all three sections of the form.  Make sure you sign after both section 2 and 3.  

· If you will not be home schooling with PHEA next year you still must fill out the first two sections, sign it and return to PHEA.  This allows us to complete the paper work for your home school and be able to verify to the new school that you complied with South Carolina law.  Be sure to send the class ranking form for any high schoolers so we can complete their transcript for the new school.
You must complete and return this form by July 31st even if you do not plan to homeschool with us again next year.  If you have not finished your schooling by that date, please call and let us know when you will finish.  We waive the late fee if there is a reason why you will not have completed the school year by July 31st so please let us know if you will be late.  The yearly completion and renewal form and the application fee are due by July 31st.  After that date, there is a $15 late fee to register.

Several years ago we began collecting grades for students in 9th grade and up as well as standardized test scores they have taken.   Having these records helps in several ways.  There are two governmental bodies that can establish regulations regarding education in South Carolina.  The first, the Department of Education (DOE) has the responsibility to review the associations each year to make sure they require their members to fulfill the points of the home schooling law.  They also make all the requirements for the public schools.  The other one, the Commission on Higher Education (CHE), is responsible to regulate the colleges and universities (institutes of higher education or IHE) in the state.  One of the things they do is set minimum requirements for admission to state IHEs.  An IHE that admits a student that does not meet that set of requirements will lose all state funding including the state scholarships.  The CHE also sets the requirements and administrates the various state scholarships.  Home schoolers do NOT have to meet the public school requirements for graduation.  However since the CHE minimum requirements for admission to college are essentially the same as the graduation requirements from public school, if a home school student plans on going to college in state, they must be aware of and meet those minimum requirements.  We have posted a document on the website (under high school) that shows these requirements.     

So PHEA collects the grades for high schoolers in order to build a transcript that meets the CHE requirements for admission to an IHE and to be able to help our students apply for the state scholarships.  With the change in grading scales that went into effect last year, the GPA calculation is more complex than ever.    There has also been a HUGE change in the honors requirements.  More information is posted on the website.  Please remember to send documentation of honors and dual credit classes.  We are now required to use the numerical grades for the dual credit classes so be sure to take a screenshot at the end of the semester.  The IHEs take this info down quickly so do it as soon as the grades are posted.  You may also email the professor to ask for the numerical grade.
Even if your student does not plan to attend college they MUST be included in the class ranking.  We have had several families that thought their students weren’t going to attend college but then the student changed his minds at the last minute or several years later.  They needed a class rank which we were NOT able to provide because the parents failed to give us the information in time.  Recently we had a request for a transcript from a student who graduated in 2004 and now wants to attend college.  The parent had not sent the information upon graduation so unfortunately we were not able to help.

In order to help our seniors with the state scholarships available, we must rank all sophomores, juniors and seniors.  Students can qualify for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship in any of those years.  If we do not rank in all those years, the Commission on Higher Education will not accept our scholarship applications.  So even if you don’t think your student is headed to college, please help a fellow home school family by submitting your paper work so we can do the rankings.  We do three class rankings: one at the end of the sophomore year, one at the end of the junior year and one at the end of the senior year for their final GPA and class ranking.  The Commission on Higher Education has set deadlines for when these rankings must be submitted and we can NOT change them or add to them after these dates.  We have provided a form on the website for you to return with the information.  The form may be mailed or returned by email.  When submitting the form online, please send a separate email for each student and put the student’s full name and year of graduation on the subject line.  (Eg: Freitag, Bennie 2019)  This will help us tremendously as we work through the forms.  We will NOT process your application without this form!

PHEA requires standardized testing during the high school years.  We do waive testing for special needs students and will work out a testing schedule if you have multiple high schoolers.  We have not put this in place to make it hard for you – we will help you as much as possible.  The best (and least expensive test to take) is the PSAT.  It is only offered once a year in the fall so if you want to do that test you must sign up by mid-September.  See the website for more info on the testing.

PHEA has obtained its own high school (CEEB) code.  When you register for the PSAT, SAT, or ACT please use the PHEA code.  The school code is 410293.  If you already have test scores that you plan to use for scholarship applications, please call the test organization and request that the ‘official high school score report’ be sent to PHEA and tell them this number.  The various colleges and other scholarship entities no longer accept anything but this official score report so it is imperative that you make sure we have it.

We have had several families that failed to contact us with an address change, a change to their home school status or when contacted by DSS.  Please remember that failure to do this can result in a termination of your membership.  The requirements are listed on the back of the application as well as the back of the welcome letter.  Please keep a copy of your application and your welcome letter with your school records.  Keep the “what to do if contacted” sheet on your refrigerator or someplace else close at hand.  We have had several families that failed to follow the instructions and had a difficult time because of it.
If you are a missionary family on field assignment, we waive the renewal fee – please submit your forms by email.  Also tell us if you want us to mail a copy of your membership forms to you, to your home address or kept in our files.

I realize that the majority of this letter pertains to parents with high school students.  PHEA registers and cares for families with students of all ages.  The emphasis on high school here is simply because at that level there is more you need to know about and do.  We keep our mailings to a minimum so impart that information here.  If you have younger students, please know that you can call or email with any questions and concerns you have now.  And when your students reach high school, you can have confidence that we will help you through the sometimes bewildering maze of information you must know.
If you have any questions please email us at phea@att.net or call 268-6880. It has been a pleasure to serve you this year and we look forward to helping you again in the next.  







Sincerely,
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Martha H. Freitag

IF YOU HAVE A SENIOR GRADUATING THIS YEAR we must receive their final grades by MAY 30 in order to complete the CALCULATONS NECESSARY FOR THE SCHOLARSHIPS.  The Commission on Higher Education REQUIRES that our ranking report be in their office by June 15th for your student to receive ANY scholarship – not just the state ones.

IF YOU HAVE A JUNIOR THIS YEAR, please send their grades by JUNE 15 so we can get the class ranking done in time for students applying to colleges for early admission.
Remember to send back by July 31:

· Yearly Completion part of the form filled out and signed (after section 2) if not renewing membership
· Application part of the form filled out and signed (after section 2 & 3) if renewing membership
· Check or money order for appropriate amount
· Class ranking form for high schoolers  Return by mail or PREFERABLY by email.
*We realize with the current economic difficulties that some families cannot afford the application fee.  If this is the case, PLEASE contact us – we would rather that you remain legally registered than have you out of compliance due to the financial issues.  We will delay or waive the fee on a case-by-case basis.  PLEASE do not wait – call and let us help you.  

If God has blessed you during this time and you could afford to cover someone else’s fee, 
that would be a great blessing to us and to them.

